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THIS MONTH’s SPEAKER 
June’s speaker is Mr. Al Robinson and he will speak of Lee , after the war years.  Come join us! 
 

FROM THE HIGH GROUND 
One of the great things I love about summer is family reunions. I'm very lucky because many families don't have them for one 
reason or another. Our Whitesides have been gathering in Gastonia, NC every year since the late 1800's. In fact, one of my 

favorite family photos is a reunion of the very early 1900's that includes 3 War Between the 
States veterans. 
 
Next month there will be a grand family reunion right here in Anderson. It's the SCV 
reunion where all the descendants of Confederate Veterans can gather and relive the 
reunion traditions started well over a century ago by our veteran ancestors. 
 
During preparation of the last newsletter, we ran across great photos of past reunions of 
the veterans. That's when I began to realize that the gathering next month is based on the 
great tradition of the veteran's reunions. So think of it as a reunion, not a convention. Here 
is a chance to meet and socialize with others who come from a common event that forever 
changed this country. 

 
Think of it. A national organization with all its history, traditions, and experiences is coming to our town for a reunion. And all 
of it is here, just for our picking. Are you curious what SCV camps are doing in other parts of the country? Are you curious to 
meet national staff, talk with them and get your 2 cents in? Are you curious to hear what goes on in the SCV outside South 
Carolina or perhaps outside the south? Are you curious to sense how large the SCV really is? Are you curious about national 
issues involving the SCV? On any level, here is your opportunity of a lifetime. You probably want have one like this again.  See 
you at the Civic Center!!!!  

 
DAN SNIPES RETIRES! 
It seems Dan Snipes likes to keep things quite. However, we have learned that he has reached that point in life's journey where 
he needs to change calendars. You see, everyday is now a Saturday for Dan.   Thanks Dan for your public service and enjoy 
those Saturday's. Next time you see Dan, ask him what he did last Saturday. 
 

 

OCR UPDATE 
The Emmala Reed chapter, OCR, will meet this month during the SCV business meeting.  Our topic will 
be the plans for this summer’s OCR conference in July.  It is going to be an informative meeting, so be 
sure to join us.   Please invite all the ladies associated with the Sharpshooters to join us!   You do not 
have to be a member of the OCR to attend the meetings.   (photo on left: Emmala Reed, about 1867) 

 

Congratulations to Gordon Taylor 
Gordon Taylor, one of our Camp's compatriots and members, celebrated 60 years in the ministry. A special service was held at 
Temple Baptist church in Anderson, SC May 9th, 2010.  The Camp sends its congratulations to Gordon on achieving this 
milestone and dedicating himself to his fellow man. 
 

Engagement Party on June 26 
Michelle Dobson and Michael Spearman invite you to their engagement party on June 26, 2010 at 7pm. The party will take place at 
JT's Country on hwy 24 near the Anderson Airport.  This is a non-alcoholic place so bring your family (children included). The happy 
couple is asking everyone bring their favorite dish but no drinks.   Attendees have to buy our drinks from there and they are $1.00 
each.  The price of admission will be determined on how many come to the party.   Please let Michelle or Wanda Norris know at the 
next meeting if you plan to attend or email you can email them at mspearman2010@charter.net. Thanks and they look forward to 
seeing you there. 
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City of Anderson Proclaims May as Confederate Heritage Month 
 
Thanks to the pursuit of Mike Graham, our resident HPB (Heritage Pit Bull), the City of Anderson proclaimed May as 
Confederate History Month.  In recognition, the city prepared the document in this newsletter. Be proud of your heritage, and 
be more proud of the bravery of your ancestor who made this recognition possible.  Mike also notes that for the last 5 years we 
have petitioned both the Anderson County Council and the City Council asking for a proclamation for Confederate Heritage 
Month each May. The City has responded each time with a proclamation. In contrast, the County Council has ignored each of 
our requests.  In 2009 Mike contacted Eddie Moore (County Council) with a petition request, and was ignored.  In 2010 Mike 
contacted Ron Wilson (County Council) with a petition request, and again was ignored.   
 
Additionally, Mike and John Grey contacted Tom Allen (County Council) about the condition of abandoned two cemeteries in 
his district and pointed out the state law about care of these cemeteries.  Mr. Allen brushed Mike and John aside and passed 
them onto Ron Wilson for help. Mr. Wilson only offered excuses as to why the County was going to ignore state law.  As voting 
season nears, Mike wants everyone to be aware of his experience with these City and County Counsel members. 
 

FROM THE EDITOR: 
 Allow me to echo Commander Whitesides. Next month, our compatriots from near and far will gather in our backyard to 
reunite with us and our brethren, and to make plans to strengthen our message of pride in heritage. It is important to realize 
that when we honor our ancestors, we honor ourselves - and when we honor ourselves, we honor our ancestors. 
 Like any and all organizations, we are occasionally caught up in matters of personality and ego, of politics and territory. This 
summer is not the time for such diffuse purpose. Gather with us all, compatriots, to speak vocally and visibly of our pride in 
who we are and from whence we came. See you at the reunion, my brothers. 
 

War Between the States Musical in Flat Rock 

If you haven’t heard, Flat Rock Playhouse (Flat Rock, N.C.) is now presenting a War Between the States based musical “For the Glory: 
The Civil War”. We recently received this flyer and want to share this opportunity for a date with your wife or ----. 

Dear Civil War Reenactor: 

From June 2 through July 4, Flat Rock Playhouse will be presenting For the Glory: The Civil War Musical. Based on actual letters and 
diaries written by individuals of the time, For the Glory is a unique American musical that brings an essential humanity to our Country's 
single most defining conflict, the Civil War. With a score that received a Tony Award nomination for its striking emotional impact, this 
musical focuses on the war's effect on individual Americans from every walk of life, from President to soldier to slave.  In recognition of 
your efforts to keep this very important part of history alive we would like to offer Civil War Reenactors 20% off our normal ticket 
price of $40*. Simply tell the box office that you are a reenactor to receive the discounted price of $34.  For the Glory is a rich and 
distinctly American musical tapestry that combines elements of country, pop, gospel, rock and folk music with a profound message about 
the impact of all wars and the personal strength of the men and women who must endure them. I hope that you will have the opportunity 
to enjoy our presentation of this powerfully moving show.  For tickets, call our box office at 828.693.0731 - Tom Thompson, Director of 
Marketing Flat Rock Playhouse  (*Cannot be combined with other discounts) 

June Calendar 
 
Let's take a look at the calendar for June.  Mark your calendars and take a few minutes to remember the personal 
sacrifices our ancestors endured. Also please send us (Stan Welch, our newsletter editor, or Jim Whiteside, camp 
commander) the significant dates for your ancestors so that we can fill out our camp calendar. 

¶ June 1, 1862 - Gen. Robert E. Lee assumes command, replacing the wounded Johnston. Lee then renames his 
force the Army of Northern Virginia. McClellan is not impressed, saying Lee is "likely to be timid and irresolute in action."  

¶ June 25-July 1 - The Seven Days Battles as Lee attacks McClellan near Richmond, resulting in very heavy losses for both armies. 
McClellan then begins a withdrawal back toward Washington.  

¶ June 3, 1863 - Gen. Lee with 75,000 Confederates launches his second invasion of the North, heading into Pennsylvania in a campaign 
that will soon lead to Gettysburg.  

¶ June 28, 1863 - President Lincoln appoints Gen. George G. Meade as commander of the Army of the Potomac, replacing Hooker.  Meade 
is the 5th man to command the Army in less than a year.  

¶ July 1-3, 1863 - The tide of war turns against the South as the Confederates are defeated at the Battle of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania. 
¶ June 3, 1864 - A costly mistake by Grant results in 7,000 Union casualties in twenty minutes during an offensive against fortified Rebels 

at Cold Harbor in Virginia. 
¶ Many of the Union soldiers in the failed assault had predicted the outcome, including a dead soldier from Massachusetts whose last 

entry in his diary was, "June 3, 1864, Cold Harbor, Virginia. I was killed."  

¶ June 15, 1864 - Union forces miss an opportunity to capture Petersburg and cut off the Confederate rail lines. As a result, a nine month 
siege of Petersburg begins with Grant's forces surrounding Lee.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

CONFEDERATE VETERAN GRAVEMARKING PLANNED 
 
Kudos to Sharpshooter George L. Willingham of Anderson!  He is one of our new members, and already begun working to 
preserve the heritage of our ancestors.   
 
His ancestor, John Newton Willingham, is buried in the Belton City Cemetery.  Mr. Willingham’s two brothers have Confederate 
iron crosses on their graves, but John Newton Willingham does not.  Our compatriot has already contacted the ladies of the 
Belton Chapter, UDC, to place an iron cross on his ancestor’s grave.  The president of the Belton UDC contacted Bobby Burris, 
who is over the Cemetery, to obtain permission, and it was granted.  A ceremony is planned for this marking, so Sharpshooters 
will be notified of the time.   
 
If you have an ancestor who has a grave which does not have an iron cross, consider putting one on that grave!  SCV Camp 43 
is selling the iron markers for $20 in an effort to make it affordable to mark graves, so let’s see what we can do to make this 
happen often in our camp. 

 

SCV – UDC Collaboration 
The SCV had representatives on hand to provide information and security for the ladies of 
the UDC who visited the Tabernacle Cemetery in Cokesbury on June 5.  Mike Barnes of the 
Sharpshooters accompanied the ladies of the Belton UDC to the site, which is maintained 
by Olde Abbeville SCV Camp 36.  Lt. Commander Stanley Price met the group and gave a 
brief history of their efforts.  The camp cleans the cemetery twice a year.  This is a great 
example of camaraderie between SCV camps and the UDC.  We all have a common interest 
and common heritage.  Pictured on left – Mike; on right – Stanley.  In background, ladies 
exploring the cemetery (and hollering when they encountered fire ants & a snake skin!). 
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