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SHARPSHOOTERS SPEAKER IN MAY: Max Middleton, with the topic The Magnificent Charge, Barksdale’s 

Mississippi Brigade at Gettysburg.  At 5:30 pm, July 2, 1863 during the Battle of Gettysburg, General James Longstreet gave 
ÔÈÅ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÆÏÒ -Ã,Á×Óͻ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÒÇÅȢ "' 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ "ÁÒËÓÄÁÌÅȭÓ ÂÒÉÇÁÄÅ ÏÆ -ÉÓÓÉÓÓÉÐÐÉÁÎÓ ÔÈÕÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÁÎ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅn 
described as one of the most breathtaking spectacles of the Civil War. A Union colonel was quoted as saying, "It was the 
grandest charge that was ever made by mortal man." Barksdale's sector of the attack placed him directly at the tip of the 
salient in the Union line anchored at the Peach Orchard, and defended by the Union III Corps. The program will review the 
personalities and the events that happened as the battle unfolded on a July day in Pennsylvania.  Biographical Sketch - Max 
Middleton is a native of Alabama growing up on the Gulf coast. His interest in the Civil War started at age 11. In addition to the 
Civil War his interest in military history has expanded to many different military periods as a result of an interest in metal toy 
soldiers that he has collected for over 30 years including casting and painting the metal figures. He has been involved in Civil 
War living history for over 20 years, is a SCV member and has been active in Civil War Roundtables in Columbia, SC and Tri 
Cities Tennessee. 
 

FROM THE HIGH GROUND 
 

The other night, my neighbor and I were solving the world's problems over a beer. During our problem solving session, he 
made a statement that struck close when he declared, "All historians are revisionists." That is, he believes all historians form 

history to suit their own opinions and beliefs. He added that they are like stonemasons: 
they select, chip and otherwise modify stones to fit they mosaic they are creating.  
 

My neighbor opened his example by asking me if I remembered were I was on September 
11, 2001. He then asked if I could recall when I first saw the films of the planes hitting the 
Trade Center towers. He asked if I, like many others, were so upset, that we went home 
from work and watch the films replay on TV. I answered that I did watch the films of the 
planes hitting the towers that day. Then he hit me with the bombshell. He then said that I 
had revised history because I did not see the planes on the day it happened because the TV 
networks did not have tapes of the planes hitting the towers until the next morning. I was 
shocked. I can't believe that I have the wrong impressions of the sequence of events around 
9-11, and I can't believe he is right. So whom do I believe? I know one thing. I owe it to 
myself to get things right. Somehow I need to go back to that day, perhaps look into the 

newspapers especially the early morning papers of Sept 12 and see what information was available. 
 

As we all know, the War Between the States is another good example of re-written history. It's causes and effects are 
continually re-written by anyone who has an opinion, everyone who was never there and no one who ever experienced life in 
the South in the decades leading up to the war. None of us were there - even the historians, so we all have a good chance of 
getting it wrong. 
 

So what are we to learn from this? I suggest that when it comes to history, especially documenting the War Between the States, 
you need to be a doubting Thomas. Here are some don'ts: Don't trust the Internet, don't trust the emails in your mailbox, and 
don't trust those history books, especially the ones in our schools that our tax money purchased. Here are some do's: do your 
own research; trust only your own research. And if I can cite another quote often used today if you are trying to figure out why, 
then follow the money. The money trail will probably take you to the root of any issue. 
 

UPDATE ON OUR COMMANDER 
Commander Whitesides is out of action for a bit at the first of the month ɀ he had surgery on May 3, 2010, and will be 
recuperating at home for a few weeks.  He amazingly was able to make it to join the camp members on May 8 at the Anderson 
County Courthouse where the camp observed the event.  He should be back in action by our meeting on May 20.   If you would 
like to send a get-well card to Jim, his address is 105 Ann Hutto Dr., Anderson, SC. 
 
 

mailto:sharpshootersnews@charter.net
http://www.palmettosharpshooters.org/


 

OCR UPDATE 
The Emmala Reed chapter, OCR, will meet this month during the SCV business meeting.  Our topic will be ladies 
clothing of the 1860s, from undies to the outer frills.  Actual examples will be on hand, so be sure to join us.   Please 
invite all the ladies associated with the Sharpshooters to join us!   You do not have to be a member of the OCR to 
attend the meetings.  
 

%ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÆÏÒ /#2 ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ  0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÉÓ *ÕÌÉÁ "ÁÒÎÅÓȟ 6ÉÃÅ- President is Lenna 
Wright.  Secretary is Wanda Norris.  Treasurer is Earlene Grey.  Thanks to all for helping! 
 

(photo on left: Emmala Reed, about 1867) 

 

GUARDIANS 

 
 

 
Mike & Chase at 

George Girardeau grave 

 
Mike & Chase at 

J. W. Friddle grave 

On May 1, 2010, our newest Guardian was pinned.  Camp member Chase Heatherly was presented 
with his Guardian Pin at the State House in Columbia during the SCV Memorial Service.   
Congratulations, Chase!  !ÎÄ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÉÔ ÔÅÒÒÉÆÉÃ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÅȩ 
 
Mike Graham received his guardian acceptance letter recently.  The Sharpshooters have spent a 
lot of time and effort compiling a record of Confederate graves in Anderson county.  This would be 
a great opportunity for the membership to adopt one or more of the graves.   
 
We need to honor our ancestors by keeping the memory of their sacrifice.  What better way than 
to maintain or clean up a ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ ÇÒÁÖÅȩ  A camp with the membership such as the 
Sharpshooters should have a very large number of Guardians.  The cost isn't much, compared to 
what they did.  If you would like to take up this opportunity, let the commander or adjutant know.   
They can help you with the paperwork and any requirements of the program.   
 
Just look what John Grey did at Willis Chapel, with the help of some of our members and money 
from his own pocket.  He adopted a grave there and is going to be a guardian.  This Confederate 
was not in his family   John just saw a need and followed thru.  Read more about this effort in this 
newsletter.   
 
We are challenging our members to take on 1 or more graves and sign up!   
 
On May 9, 2010, camp members Chase Heatherly and Mike Barnes & OCR President Julia Barnes 
went to the grave of George Maurice Girardeau.  Mr. Girardeau was the father of the last surviving 
Real Son in Anderson County, Wallace Edward (Ed) Girardeau of Williamston.  They cleaned the 
ÏÌÄ ÇÅÎÔÌÅÍÁÎȭÓ ÇÒÁÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ Á ÎÅ× #ÏÎÆÅÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÆÌÁÇ ÕÐÏÎ Ét.  They also visited the grave of J. 
W. Friddle.  Mike is the Guardian of the graves of Maurice Girardeau and Mr. Friddle.  Mike had the 
honor of being asked to maintain the grave by Ed Girardeau before his death.  Imagine being 
ÁÓËÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎ ÔÏ ȰÌÏÏË ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÙ ÄÁÄÄÙȭÓ ÇÒÁÖÅȢȱ 7ÈÁÔ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȦ   
This is the kind of work that the SCV Guardians do.   
 
These are examples of what we can all do, one small step at a time.  Deo Vindice! 

 

From the Editor ɀ by Stan Welch 
As editor of the Campôs newspaper, there may be times when a brief observation might be appropriate. It is in no way intended to usurp 

authority or to abrogate the chain of command. But it has come to my attention that in the brusque, if heartfelt, banter that sometimes takes 

place among us, comments might be made that can be misconstrued.    Among the many distinctions the Palmetto Sharpshootersô Camp 

enjoys is that of having a Northerner as our Camp Commander.  Jim Whiteside was raised outside of Dixie, and takes a fair amount of 

ribbing for it, as he should. He takes it with a grace and equanimity that proves his true pride in the Southern heritage that he also enjoys.   

There are others among us, both within our own and other camp rosters, who share Jimôs mild and non-fatal affliction. There are others who 

do not, but whose spouses may be mildly infected.  In that regard, I trust that every Southern gentleman accepts them for the treasure that 

they are; both to their husbands and to our camp as potential, if not actual, supporters.  I have no doubt that the conduct and speech of this 

campôs members will always be courteous and chivalrous towards those Northern ladies whom we are lucky enough to have amongst us, and 

who are lucky enough to meet such a fine bunch of Southern boys. 
 

SPECIAL CONFEDERATE EXHIBIT OPENING THIS MONTH 
 

The Belton Museum will feature the opening of the 4-month Civil War Exhibit which is opening on Sunday afternoon, 16 May at 2pm. It will 

feature Dr. James Clary of Cary, NC who will lecture on the 20th SC Infantry Regiment.  Dr. Clary was formerly with the SC Dept of 

Archives and History and has already published a history of the 15th SC. He is presently working on this book on the 20th SC, and is trying 

to locate photos and biographical information on its soldiers.  He will be doing a Power Point presentation in the center section at 2pm on 

Sunday the 16th of May.  Dr Clary's interest in this area is our close connection to Company E of the 20th SC, with so many of its men from 

Anderson County. 

 



Confederate Memorial Day Service on May 8  
In the honor of our Confederates who died during the War Between the States, the 
Palmetto Sharpshooters celebrated Confederate Memorial Day on Saturday May 8 at the 
Anderson County Courthouse from 10 am to 3 pm.   Charles Kelly Barrow, Commander of 
the Army of Tennessee, was the speaker.  +ÅÌÌÙȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÌÄ ÓÏÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ 
us.  This is a family event, and an outstanding way to show young people the honorable 
way to remember our ancestors and their service. 
(photo on left:  Kelley Barrow) 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖice of 
our ancestors, but this was the biggest and most visible in the county.  Thanks to 

representatives from other organizations such as the United Daughters of Confederacy and the Order of Confederate Rose for 
their attendance and participation.  Joint support of events that honor our Confederate history is a plus for all of us.  Kudos to 
Commander Whiteside for joining us so quickly after his surgery.   
 

   

 
Memorial Day in Madison, Wisconsin ïJim Whitesides 
 
As most of you know, I'm not from around here. I moved here from Madison, Wisconsin about 2 1/2 years ago. I did 

belong to the SCV for a few years in Wisconsin, but as you can imagine, I 
was a pretty lonely SCV member.  Anyway, on Federal Memorial Day, 
there were many festivities around town. One of my favorite was a joint 
ceremony at the old city cemetery which contained a section of Union 
veteran graves called Union Rest and an adjacent section of 144 
Confederate Graves called Confederate Rest. There was a brief service at 
each site. First at Union Rest, and then everyone, including the Union Re-
enactors, would march to Confederate Rest and repeat the service.  
 
(Photo on left is the Confederate Rest section) 
 
Here are some photos I took a few years back. By the way, did you know 
that this Confederate cemetery is the most Northern Confederate 
Cemetery? The soldiers were primarily from Alabama and were captured 

during a battle on a sandbar in the Mississippi River south of St. Louis. Most were sick at capture and the prisoners were 
taken to Camp Randall in Madison. 
 
 (Photos below: left ï reenactors; middle ï Union Rest; right ï Confederate Rest) 
 

  é      
 

 



 
 

May Calendar 
 
Let's take a look at the calendar for May.  Mark your calendars and take a few minutes to remember the 
personal sacrifices our ancestors endured. Also please send us (Stan Welch, our newsletter editor, or Jim 
Whiteside, camp commander) the significant dates for your ancestors so that we can fill out our camp 
calendar. 

¶ April 30 - May 6, 1963: Battle of Chancellorsville. Some say Lee and Jackson's greatest victory. John Lathan Whitesides, 
cousin of commander Jim Whiteside, killed in action. 

¶ May 5, 1864: Battle of the Wilderness, Va. General Micah Jenkins killed and General Longstreet wounded in friendly fire 
incident. Palmetto Sharpshooters is in the fight. James Whitesides, uncle of commander Jim Whiteside and William 
Whitesides, cousin of commander Jim Whiteside, both killed in action. 

¶ May 5, 1862: Battle of Williamsburg, Va. Palmetto Sharpshooters in the fight. Captain T. P. Whitesides, uncle of commander 
Jim Whitesides, wounded in battle. 

¶ May 6, 1861: Arkansas Secedes 
¶ May 8, 1862 Battle of McDowell, Va. 
¶ May 10, 1863: General Stonewall Jackson dies 
¶ May 10: Confederate Memorial Day (South Carolina) 
¶ May 12, 1864: Battle of Spotsylvania, Va. Palmetto Sharpshooters in the fight. Edward Whitesides, uncle of commander Jim 

Whiteside, killed in action. 
¶ May 15, 1862: First Battle of Drewry's Bluff, Va. 
¶ May 15, 1864: Battle of New Market 
¶ May 16, 1864: Second Battle of Drewry's Bluff. John Franklin Whitesides, cousin of Commander Jim Whiteside, killed in 

action. 
¶ May 16, 1863: Battle of Champions Hill (Vicksburg Campaign) 
¶ May 18, 1863: Vicksburg Siege begins 
¶ May 20, 1861: North Carolina Secedes 
¶ May 23, 1861: Virginia Secedes 
¶ May 23, 1864: Battle of North Anna, Va. Palmetto Sharpshooters in the fight. 
¶ May 25, 1862: Battle of Winchester 
¶ May 28, 1818: General Beauregard's Birth 
¶ May 31, 1862: Battle of Seven Pines, Va. (aka Seven Pines). Palmetto Sharpshooters are in the fight. 
 
May is one of the war's most brutal months, May 1864 is especially brutal because of some of the bloodiest battles occurred in 
quick succession. It was Grant's Overland Campaign, which was his concept of a war of attrition. The troops did not have much 
of a break between the brutality since General Grant, Lee's new foe, introduced a very new tactic: attack, attack, attack. Instead 
of a brake to lick wounds and recover between battles, there was no let up as Grant pushed at every opportunity and finally 
cornered Lee in the trenches of Petersburg. First there was the battle of the Wilderness on May 5th, an almost impassable 
wooded area that provided fuel for nearby metal foundries and just a handful of miles from the Chancellorsville battleground 
fought just one year earlier. There were about 10,000 confederate casualties at the Wilderness, including two of General Lee's 

Generals: Longstreet and Jenkins, who earlier was the Colonel in the Palmetto Sharpshooters. 
 
Two days later the same armies re-engaged at Spotsylvania Courthouse, Va. This battlefield was just a few miles 
down the road from the Wilderness. General Lee lost another 9,000 troops, killed, wounded or captured. 
Spotsylvania dragged on until May 23.   Two days later, the two armies again re-gage, this time at North Anna, 
Virginia. General lee loses about another 2,000 troops. However, Lee outsmarts Grant even though Lee is down 
with diarrhea and has temporarily lost all his leadership, including Hill, Ewell and Longstreet. Only General 

Anderson is well enough to lead the confederates to a victory.  The stage is now set for the Battle of Cold Harbor. The road 
leads to Petersburg. 

 
NEXT MEETING:  May 20, 2010 

6:30 PM – Hammond Schoolhouse 

 

  



Report From the Graves Registration Committee 
 
The camp's Graves Registration Committee reached a project milestone this past month. They have completed the field surveys of all 
the cemeteries within its project boundaries, and they have completed verifying the military services of all the possible War Between 
the States veterans located during their fieldwork. 
 
One of the first project decisions was to set geographic boundaries. Anderson County is large. It covers a lot of ground and includes 
hundreds of cemeteries. It also includes three SCV camps. The committee pulled out a county map, considered all that was involved in 
the project and make the decision that the project would include all the cemeteries within Anderson County bounded by the adjacent 
counties and US Highway 29 that diagonally bisects the county. 
 
The committee includes Mike Graham, John Grey and Jim Whiteside. They began the project in March of 2009 and with the exception 
of this past summer, have been at it steady without a pause. They surveyed about three cemeteries each Tuesday and then on one 
Tuesday each month, they met at the Anderson County Library to verify military service using the great resources available at the 
Library. 
 
The statistics show that the committee surveyed 103 cemeteries. They identified 572 veterans and a possible 712 veterans. Verifying 
a veteran's military service was the most difficult task. This is because of the way the soldier's names are recorded in the records. 
Back in the day, it seems that many records were kept by last name and first initial. So a grave that has a name of M. Graham could be 
Mike Graham or Martha Graham. And a soldier recorded as M. Graham could really be Mike Graham or it could be Micah Graham. And 
lets not even get into M. Smith. So you can see that verifying a veteran is a very tedious, often dead-end process. The war was so 
pervasive through society that the committee feels that most of the 712 possible veterans are indeed veterans, but there is no easy 
way to prove it. Thus the project has the potential of going on and on. In any event the list of 712 possible veterans is separately 
maintained in hopes that as time goes on, the committee can verify the military status of some of them 
 
So what is next? There is plenty. The committee is considering going back to the field this fall to expand the project to include the 
Starr Iva area. Also, all of the collected data must be transferred onto the official SCV forms so that the South Carolina division can 
add it to its database. The committee also wants to transfer its data onto a searchable data base program and present it to the 
Anderson County library so others may find their war veteran ancestors. 
 

WILLIS CHAPEL CEMETERY UPDATE  

 
William Dunn  
 

 
J. J. McAbee 
 

 
Larkin Newton  

At long last, the cleaning of Willis Chapel is nearly complete.  The headstones for these veterans which 

will include their military service will be ordered soon, and placed on the graves.  This has been an 

outstanding effort, led by John Grey.   

 

Camp Member John Grey is dedicated to the restoration of Willis Chapel Cemetery and the recognition of 

its confederate veterans. There are at least six Confederate veterans buried at Willis Chapel along Liberty 

Highway.  John is the guardian for J J  McAbee whom he found buried at Willis Chapel over a year ago. 

 

 The graves registration committee also found five additional veterans buried within this abandoned 

cemetery. 

 

John has completed most of the restoration at Willis, and the camp has held two clean-up events over the 

past few months to help John get the cemetery over the top. With John's dedication and the help of several 

camp members over the past two events, these six forgotten veterans are close to realizing the respect and 

recognition they have earned. 

 

Our last clean-up event was March 20. John is happy to report that the cemetery is standing tall. All 

overgrowth and leaves with the block wall have been removed, all tombstones are clearly visible and get 

this - all six veterans now have a replica of the UDC Cross of Honor at their footstones. 

 

The six veterans include: 

* William Dunn, Butler's Infantry Regiment            * J. J. McAbee, Palmetto Sharpshooters 

* Major Larkin Newton, 1st SC State Troops            * P.W. Tims, Palmetto Sharpshooters 

* William Watkins, 2nd SC Rifles                               * A. Frank White, 4th SC Infantry. 

 
                          P. W. Tims                                          William Watkins         Frank White  



MO RE PHOTOS FROM THE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE ON MAY 8  

   

   

   
 
 
 
 
From:  

Palmetto Sharpshooters SCV  
c/o 106 Anne Hutto Rd  
Anderson, SC 29625 -6461                                   Address Correction Requested  

Fi rst Class Mail  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


