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SHARPSHOOTERS SPEAKER IN MARCH: 

David Crowe, our lieutenant commander, continues to develop great programs The speaker for our 
meeting this month will be Laura Holden, who is over the South Carolina Room in the Anderson County 
Library.  She will be discussing the various genealogy resources available here.  She will also be 
providing a handout of resources that are not yet in the library catalog.  Ms. Holden is a native of Oconee 
County.  She will have a handout on microfilm resources as they are not in the catalog.  She has been the 
Head of Genealogy and Local History for 8 years at Anderson County Library.  She has a Master’s in 
Library and Information Science from the University of South Carolina. Ms. Holden has been researching 
my family history for over 15 years.  Her interests include church music, gardening, and one adorable 
black lab.  If you have questions for her in the future, her email address is lholden@andersonlibrary.org  
Here is your chance to see what is available to discover more about your confederate ancestors, their 
families, and what times were like in Anderson around the time of the War. 
 
By the way, please invite any friend or neighbor that has been bitten by the genealogy bug. They 
probably have confederate roots that can be uncovered in the South Carolina room. They could be our 
next newest member. Our commander notes that he was bitten by the bug about 12 years ago, and he 
can tell you, this is a great opportunity to open some doors into a whole new world. If you ever wondered 
how you fit into the larger picture, here is your chance!!!! 
 
Some of us are convinced that there were two Wars Between the States. One of the wars is factual and 
recorded in the Anderson South Carolina room in books and newspapers from the time it happened. The 
other is a fictional work recorded in the newspapers and books of today and unfortunately taught in many 
of today's classrooms. We owe it to ourselves to study the real war documented in the South Carolina 
room. So come on down and hear what Laura has to offer as resources in our search for the truth - and 
bring a friend. Also, our own Dan Snipes will tell us more about the Palmetto Sharpshooters during March 
of the War years. Jim Whiteside will read another letter to Amanda from her husband, Marion Fitzpatrick. 
We should be proud that such dedicated men and women served the confederacy. 
 

From the High Ground – by Commander Whitesides 

In this crazy world, it seems that one has to pat one's self on the back when you accomplish something 
that's good and satisfying. Recognition from someone else is hard to come by.  This month we need to 
pat our collective back of the Palmetto Sharpshooters.  

At the beginning of the year, we searched for opportunities to earn some good recognition within the 
Anderson community. We started with one of the local newspapers publishing the photo of the January 
swearing-in ceremony in. I was surprised at the number of folks I personally know that mentioned the 
photo to me. Many asked about the Sharpshooters, and I enjoyed the opportunity to tell them about the 
Sharpshooters and the SCV. Did you have similar opportunities?  

Some camp members recently joined together to clean up Willis Chapel Cemetery and the graves of six 
confederate veterans resting there. A photo of the crew was sent to the local papers and we are hoping 
for another opportunity to spread the good works about your Sharpshooters. We are hoping that we can 
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finish the cemetery clean up in time for the national convention and perhaps earn more local recognition 
and national SCV recognition. 

On Monday, March 8, camp members attended the donation ceremony at Calvary Children's Home in 
Anderson. You donated about $1,500 to the Home. Besides helping out the kids, it was another great 
opportunity to tell Anderson citizens about the good name of the Sharpshooters. We took photos for the 
local papers and we hope for more positive local recognition. 

I'll pause while you pat yourself on your back. Then come to the March meeting so you can pat your 
compatriot on the back also. So if someone asks you about the Sharpshooters, stand tall and be 
prepared to tell them how good we really are and the good we really do. 

Oh, by the way, I appreciate everyone who reminded this Yankee that there was no Civil War, but there 
was a War Between the States. Thank you. 

Jim Whiteside, Camp Commander 

 

Willis Chapel Cemetery Clean Up – First Day 
Update! 

Our camp’s initial effort at working on the Willis Chapel 
Cemetery was held Saturday, February 20 at 10 AM.. Seven 
members were there to participate. For those of you with 
navigation devices, the GPS Coordinates are N 34* 40.515' W 
-82* 41.257'. Willis Chapel is on Liberty Hwy, about 8 miles 
beyond I-85, about ¼ mile beyond the intersection of Liberty 
Hwy and 6 & 20 Rd. It’s on the right at the top of the knoll just 
under the high voltage power lines. There is a driveway to a 
parking area just before the cemetery.  On February 20th, five 
camp members and two dedicated wives pitched in to honor 
the six veterans buried at Willis Chapel cemetery. Willis 
Chapel Cemetery is located off Liberty Highway. Six Anderson 
county confederate veterans are buried at Willis Chapel. They 
include William Dunn, Butler's Infantry Regiment, J. J. McGee, 
Palmetto Sharpshooters, Major Larkin Newton, 1st SC State 
Troops, P.W. Tims, Palmetto Sharpshooters, William Watkins, 
2nd SC Rifles, and A. Frank White, 4th SC Infantry. 

The cemetery clean up is off to a good start, but its not done 
yet. We will have another clean-up at Willis Chapel on 
Saturday, March 20. We will muster at the site at 10:00 AM. 
Willis Chapel is located on Liberty Hwy, just past Allgood's 
tires on the right under the electrical power transmission lines. 
Bring your rakes, gloves, brush whackers, etc and any other 
yard tools you think we need.  

Pictured are (l to r) Jim Whiteside, Betty Graham, 
Earline Grey, John Grey, Tim Cobb and Curtis 
Hollingsworth. Not in the photo is Mike Graham. As 
good as he is, he still can't be in two places at the 
same time. So Mike volunteered to take the picture 
instead of posing. 

The Graves Registration Committee has 
found a few other cemeteries that need 
attention that are the final resting places of 
Anderson county confederate veterans. 
We can honor these veterans later after we 
hone our skills at Willis Chapel. Consider 
donating some of your time to the honor of 
these veterans. Let's honor their service by 
giving them a final resting place they can 
be proud of. 

 
SCV STATE CONVENTION COMING THIS SUMMER 
 

Here is some good news if you thought that you missed the registration for the State SCV Convention or 
Reunion. The registration deadline has been extended to March 19, and I hear that the official hotel still 
has rooms as of March 3 at the event rate.  I know that the economy presents real challenges for many of 
us. Convention registration competes with our available dollars and our priority lists. And I know there are 
many other expenses to cover at a convention beyond registration and lodging. 
 
But please give this event some serious thought.  The SCV state convention will be held this March 26-27 
in Florence. The convention will be held at the Southeastern Institute of Manufacturing Technology 
located behind the campus of Florence Darlington Technical College at 1951 Pisgah Rd., Florence, SC.  



The memorial service is 8:30 AM on Saturday, and the convention opens at 9:30. For the ladies, the 
Order of Confederate Rose meeting will begin at 10 AM.  If you have not yet registered, do so now.  
Registration is only $35 at this point.  We hope to have a good showing for the Sharpshooters!  The 
registration form is in this newsletter!  The website is 
http://peedeerifles.homestead.com/files/2010SCDIVCONV/2010_SC_Div_Registration_Packet_Fill.pdf 
 

 
ORDER OF CONFEDERATE ROSE MEETING 
The ladies are asked to be sure to attend this month’s meeting.  Michelle Dobson has some updates on 
the Order of Confederate Rose for you.  Several ladies have indicated that they would like to resume the 
meetings so come to the meeting and talk about it!  The ladies will adjourn to another area (probably 
where we do the buffet after the meal) to chat! 

 
GIVENS TO RUN FOR COMMANDER IN CHIEF! 
 

Many of our members know Michael Givens personally, and know what a fine and honorable man he is.  
Mr. Givens has served the SCV in state and national offices for over 20 years.  He has announced that he 
will be a candidate for Commander-in-Chief at the National Convention this summer.  He has a website 
so that you can learn more:  http://givens-scv.com .   
 

 

 

 
MYSTERY AMBROTYPE!  Can you help? 
 

The ambrotype below was sent to us by a member of Julia Barnes’ 
UDC chapter.  Mike Barnes thinks it may be a pre-war militia uniform. 
 
The ambrotype was found in a relative’s home, and the family has no 
idea who it is.  There is a family belief that he may have been a 
Ducworth.   
 
Does anyone have an idea of his man’s rank, unit, or even if it is 
Confederate or Union?  Any information would be appreciated.  It is an 
ambrotype but spots are under the glass. 

 
Confederate Memorial Day 
 
We all like a good holiday, and did you know one of the best and most solemn has its 
origins in the south. There is a national Memorial Day whose origins seem to go back to 
1868 at Arlington Cemetery where both Union and Confederate dead were honored. But 
even before that, the South originated Confederate Memorial Day. Here in South 
Carolina, the date for Confederate Memorial Day is May 10. 
 
In the honor of our Confederates who died during the War Between the States, the 
Palmetto Sharpshooters will celebrate Confederate Memorial Day on Saturday May 8 at 
the Anderson County Courthouse from 10 am to 3 pm. Mike Graham has arranged for 
Kelly Burrows to speak at 12:30. Kelly is the Commander of the Army of Tennessee. 
 
We will have more information later as the date approaches. 
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Where Were You When? 
 
Have you seen the War Between the States calendars printed by Lang (www.lang.com) 
phone 262 646 2211? The War Between the States calendar for 2010 is at 
http://www.lang.com/product/1001284.  The Commander gets one almost every year. 
They are pricey, but they are high quality with wonderful artwork for each of the months. 
 
So let’s see what was going on in March during the war: 
Birthdays this month include: 
* March 17, 1828: General Patrick Cleburne 
* March 22, 1817, General Braxton Bragg 
* March 28, 1818: General Wade Hampton 
 
Other notable dates: 
* March 16, 1861: Territory of Arizona 
secedes 

Battles this month include: 
* March 7 & 8, 1862: Battle of Pea Ridge 
* March 9, 1862: Battle of the Ironclads, 
Monitor and the Virginia 
* March 17, 1865 Battle of Mobile begins 
* March 29, 1865: The Appomattox 
Campaign begins 

 

Let's have some fun with this. Send Commander Whiteside the vital dates for your 
Confederate ancestors or the battles in which they fought and we could note them every 
month. Please include their relation to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: 

Palmetto Sharpshooters SCV 
c/o 106 Anne Hutto Rd 
Anderson, SC 29625-6461 
 

 
First Class Mail 

Address Correction Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


